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Message from our Director/Founder 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
 

Everyone wants to have friends, be a part of a team, and feel accepted.  We want to 
have a place to play and feel safe.  Some kids with special needs do not have those 
chances.  They are bullied, left out and ignored.  Therefore, TASK (Team Activities for 
Special Kids) was born.  We are celebrating 23 years of providing sport, recreational, 
social and life skills activities for kids and young adults with special needs. 
  
Everyone is welcome at TASK!  We work very hard at building self-esteem and self 
confidence in our participants.  Soccer, basketball, floor hockey, indoor tennis and 
softball are just a few of the choices of programs we offer here at TASK.  We fish, act 
in drama presentations, learn to cook and exercise to be healthy.  Many of our friends 
participate in our Next Step Program which trains them in social and introductory 
work skills.    Many people volunteer their time and talents to TASK so that our 
participants find success in a safe environment. 
  
Thank you to all of you who have volunteered and donated to us over the years.  We 
try very hard to keep the cost of our programs very affordable and scholarships are 
available for our friends who are experiencing a difficult time.  Fundraising goes on all 
year at TASK and we would love to have your help.  If you have some free time or 
would like to donate so that a kid with special needs can participate, please visit our 
web site at www.tasksports.com 

 

 

 

             

 
Deb Fruend 

TASK Executive Director/Founder 
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Our Mission 

The Mission of Team Activities for Special Kids, or TASK, is to enrich the lives of kids 

with special needs by providing athletic and social opportunities.  We’re proud to say 

we’ve never turned away a child because of their ability level.  Modifications are 

made to guarantee the safety and success of each participant. 

 

 

Current and Upcoming Activities for 2019 Programs 

      

        

Winter Session 1 Spring Session 1 Summer Camps Fall Session 1 
January - February March - April June - July September - October 

Descriptions Descriptions Descriptions Descriptions 

• Bowling 1 • Tennis • CBC / TASK • Volleyball 

• Basketball • Kickball 1 • TASK Camp • Soccer 

• Zumba 1 • Zumba 2 • After Hours Camp 18+ • Drama 

    •Summer Fun 5-16   

    •Summer Fun 17+   

    •TASK Tikes Mini Camp   

        

Winter Session 2 Spring Session 2 Summer Session 2 Fall Session 2 
February - March May - June August - September October - November 

Descriptions Descriptions Descriptions Descriptions 

• Floor Hockey • Bowling 2 • Bowling 3 • Bowling 4 

• Basketball 2 • Teeball, CP, Softball • Basketball 3 • Kickball 2 

• Track and Field • Fishing • Zumba 3 • Zumba 4 
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22 YEARS STRONG...AND GROWING!!! 
 

 

Dear TASK Supporter,  
 

As the founder of TASK, I am amazed by this fact and 
humbled at the same time.  22 years...really?  Where has 
the time gone?  First and foremost, THANK YOU for your 
support along the way in our 22 year journey.  Our mission 
is to enrich and nurture the lives of children with special 
needs by providing opportunities for them to participate in 
sports, recreational, and social activities.  In order to meet 
our mission, we rely on the generosity of individuals and 
businesses for support.   As part of our annual fundraising 
campaign, we are asking you to consider making a 
donation. 
 

Here's a little bit about TASK in a nutshell.   
 

Who We 
Are:  TASK is run by a very small staff of employees (3 
full-time and 7 part-time) and a large group of dedicated 
volunteers from a variety of backgrounds.  We 
consciously strive to keep overhead costs low.   
  

What We Do:  We offer a wide range of programs to our 
participants.  Tee-ball was the first program ever offered 
at TASK back in 1996.  Today, we are able to offer 

additional sports like soccer, baseball, softball, hockey, basketball, volleyball, and kickball.  We also 
have classes in art, cooking, and fitness, as well as camps and social groups.  We are excited to add 
new programming every year!  
 

Where We Play:  That first tee-ball program in 1996 was played at a  
churchyard.  For years after that, TASK activities took place at various 
locations we rented throughout St. Louis County.  In February 2012, we 
achieved a major milestone when we purchased our building and land in 
Fenton, Missouri.  As we continue to grow, so does our facility.  We are 
thrilled to be able to offer even more opportunities to play with the recent 
updates to our building that include a fitness center, recreation/game room, 
and an art studio.  Come by for a visit to take a look! 
 

Why We Do What We Do:  TASK began and continues to exist because of 
the many needs of special kids.  The unfortunate reality is that children with 
special needs are often excluded from traditional activities in their community 
by no fault of their own.  Their unique needs require services and 
specialization that most programs are not prepared to offer.  TASK is able to 
fill those gaps that exist.  We are able to adapt and modify all of our programs 
so all kids can achieve success.  We have never turned away a child! 
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Our Volunteers 

Who are our volunteers? 

 

Volunteers must be at least 14 years old; there are exceptions when volunteering with a group (e.g. 

youth groups, Girl Scouts).  However, volunteers range in age from teenagers to seasoned adults. In 

addition to the wide range in ages, volunteers also have a variety of backgrounds and experiences. 

Some volunteers come to TASK with no experience at all, many of which are high school students 

who enjoy working with peers and young children. Other volunteers are currently pursuing 

undergraduate degrees or professional programs such as occupational therapy, physical therapy and 

recreational therapy. We also have volunteers who work in the fields of occupational therapy, physical 

therapy, and special education, as well as adults who have no ties to the special needs community in 

their professional careers. 

 

Whether you have absolutely no experience or an exceptionally large amount of experience working 

with people with disabilities, if you have a positive attitude, are reliable, and like working with 

children, teenagers, and young adults with various disabilities, you would be a great volunteer at 

TASK.  It is impossible to measure the value a volunteer brings to TASK.  However, because the 

national value of a volunteer's time is worth $22.00/hr., volunteers saved TASK. $21,000 in 2017. 

 

Why are volunteers VITAL to TASK? 

 

 

TASK is primarily run by dedicated volunteers who support and guide athletes during TASK activities, 

make-up our Board of Directors and serve on planning committees. Through our volunteers and 

philanthropic organizations, TASK is a reality. 
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Many participants at TASK need one-on-one support to participate in an activity. Without 
volunteer support, our athletes would be unable to participate. Only through having enough 
volunteers are we able to have enough support for every athlete to achieve their dreams.  

 
 
 
How to Volunteer 

 

 

 

We have many opportunities for your to volunteer. TASK runs weekly programs that each 

meet for 6 weeks, summer camps and mini camps and social clubs. See the calendar for the 

current activities. Read TASK Volunteer Procedures and Policies Manual. Please note: 

TASK is not a provider for court-ordered service hours, only service hours for schools, 

organizations or businesses 

If you want to volunteer for TASK, these requirements are non-negotiable: 
1. You must be an approved volunteer. The parents of our athletes put their trust in us. Therefore, we do not allow "walk-in" 
volunteers. Before volunteering for any programming involving our athletes, volunteers MUST fill out an application and have 
it approved by TASK staff. Only after an applicant receives approval are they qualified to volunteer with TASK. The 
application can be found here. 

2. You must arrive one half-hour before the sport begins. If it is your first time volunteering, you must come to the early 
program. Volunteering for TASK includes setting up, tearing down, and coaching. In order for the coaching to be the best it 
can be, the Program Coordinator will need to be able to go over the plan for the evening with all volunteers. 

3. You must be in a GREAT mood. If you aren't, fake it! At TASK, YOU are the role model. If you are grumpy and mean, our 
athletes are going to be grumpy and mean. If you complain about the heat, our athletes are going to complain about the 
heat. Just put a smile on and do your best to encourage positive behavior. 

In addition to the non-negotiables, we also ask that you: 
 
Try to make a six week commitment. We know that TASK is not a top priority for everyone. And it shouldn't be; not when 
school, family, work, and health come into play. However, we'd love it if you could come to one program for six weeks rather 
than come to six different programs over the span of two weeks. There are a few reasons we ask this. Most importantly, it 
gives our athletes a sense of consistency. In some cases, this is a very big deal. Imagine every time you went to practice, 
you had a completely different coach. Wouldn't be ideal, would it? Also, it makes volunteer coordination more efficient. TASK 
can spend more time on the substance of the program instead of making sure we know which volunteers are coming. 

Never assume TASK activities are canceled. Just because it's raining where you live doesn't mean it's raining here. And just 
because it's raining here doesn't mean we won't have TASK. One of the benefits of having our own property is our ability to 
bring the outdoors in. So, if you think there's a chance we might cancel an event, check the website or call the TASK hotline 
(636.343.8275 then dial 2 when the recording begins). 
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      Fundraisers 

• Annual Golf Spring Classis 

• Annual Trivia Night 

• Legacy Golf Tournament 

• Music Trivia Night 

• Brick Campaign 

 

We Need Your Help 

 

Make a Donation and Support TASK 

Team Activities for Special Kids (TASK) is a nonprofit 501(c) 3 organization 

who status is in good standing. All donations are tax deductible. We have a A+ rating from the 

Better Business Bureau. Thank you for your donation! There are a variety of ways to donate. 

Please choose the option that is best for you. 

Donate by Mail – send your check to: 

TASK  

980 Horan Drive  

Fenton, Missouri 63026 
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Awards and Recognitions 

• 1998 St. Louis Recreational Council Program of the Year  

 

• 2005 Special Ambassador Award – Special School District 

 

• 2009 Variety Club of St. Louis Stellar Performance Award  

 

• 2011 Named Charity of Benefit of the Solutia St. Louis Rock N' Roll Marathon and 1/2 

Marathon 

 

• 2012 Outstanding Achievement Award – Mehlville School District 

•  2013 Named Charity of Benefit of The Quinn Family Foundation St. Louis Rock N' Roll Marathon and 

1/2  Marathon  

  

• 2013 Recipient of Fox Entertainment Sandlot Field  

 

• 2013 Fenton Chamber of Commerce Small Business of the Year 

 

• 2014 Variety Club of St. Louis Stellar Performance Award 

 

• 2016 Fenton Community Charitable Association Recipient 

 

• 2018 Fenton Chamber Business of the Year 
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Looking Back 

Next Step Program 

May 31, 2019 marked the ending of the Next Step Program for the second season.  The Program took 

place Monday through Friday.  T.A.S.K. considered this to be a “pilot” year in 2018 and refined the 

program throughout this initial time period.  It is the intention of T.A.S.K. to grow the program in 

order to reach out to more individuals and families. For this season, the Next Step Program had 6 FT 

and 4 PT students. 

The students participated in activities that would train them for real life. Training consisted of: 

 

Rec Time Active games, pin bombardment, basketball, 

soccer. 

Self Help Grooming, Individualized 

Job Training TASK Jobs, cleaning, trash, etc. 

Jobs CTA and Grant’s Farm Jobs, putting items 

together, setting up kits etc. 

Individual Skills Screening goals such as money, time, basic math 

or reading skills 

Music Instruments, musical games, dances 

Life Skills Washing, Ironing, Making bed, vacuuming, 

dusting, kitchen safety etc. 

Cooking Creating menu, preparing food, clean up, 

reviewing kitchen safety 

Community Integration Going out for lunch to use money skills, review 

food ordering, independent skills on drinks, trash, 

etc. 

Leisure Activities Game Room, card games, board games, bowling, 

ice skating, etc. 

Social Activities Small group games or projects that promote 

socialization, beginning small and moving to 

include full group. 

TT=Tech Time Computer basic skills, Facebook and email safety, 

communication device uses, filling our job 

applications, etc. 

Fitness Machines, Zumba, Yoga, variety. 

Wrap Up Ready to go home, day review, etc. 

 
 

 

 

The Next Step Program will start again August 1, 2019.  The budget for the program anticipates 10 FT  

students.  The new programs include computer training, health and wellness, and landscaping. The  

Program would like to increase its field trips. 
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Looking Forward             All-inclusive outdoor fitness and playground 

equipment 
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Connect With Us!             . 

(314) 636-8275 | TASK Team Activities for Special Kids, Inc. 

980 Horan Drive  

    Fenton, Missouri 63026  

    P: 636.343.TASK (8275)  

                                     F: 636.343.8277     

    info@tasksports.org 

   


